Introduction

German people, in the end he despised it so terribly that
we often think he no longer really regarded the German
as a human: being at all; and nothing appeared to him
more, idiotic than German anti-Semitism which was then
just rising. All these innumerable passages must now,
of course, be omitted in popular editions of Nietzsche's
works and letters, in order to make them possible in
Nazi Germany,

, '. The unspeakable contempt of Nietzsche for the
German people is shared in full measure by Schopenhauer,
who would otherwise be so wonderful an instrument in.the
fight of Nazism against the Judaeo-Christian Church arid
for a new "Aryan original religion," Holderlin, perhaps
the greatest .and purest German poet of all, .likewise .the
prototype of an .inspired singer, like. Homer or Pindar;
the. mildest character that German soil ever produced, .spat
his contempt of the German people into, its very face, in
his novel "Hyperion"; and Goethe, generally so cautious,
did the same thing a dozen times in conversation with
friends on every possible occasion. Surely no people in
the world has been so deeply and unspeakably despised
by its greatest men as the German people.3                . .

3, We have here spoken only of the great poetical and philosophical
minds qf Qermany; but it should at least be mentioned that this
contempt for the Germans was shared in full measure by their most
prominent strategist and statesman, Frederick the Great,
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